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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO
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ORDER FOR FILING VOIR DIRE AND JURY INSTRUCTIONS IN
CASES TO BE HEARD BEFORE JUDGE CARMEN CONSUELO CEREZO

The basic voir dire and jury instructions are, in general, prepared by the Court. PEASE DO
NOT SUBMIT INSTRUCTIONS OF THE TYPE THAT ARE ORDINARILY USED IN EVERY

CASE. The parties should submit ONLY special instructions or wording that they believe necessary
for the specific facts of their case. Instructions should be carefully reviewed prior to submission. The

Court is not interested in receiving a panoply of possible suggested instructions from which to choose,
for each point. One for each specific point will suffice and differences in specific wording will be

resolved at the charge conference.
In an effort to streamline and facilitate the compilation of the instructions, the attorneys shall

follow the requested format. Submissions not complying with these requirements will not be

considered.
1. ANY PRELIMINARY JURY INSTRUCTIONS SHALL BE PACKAGED WITH THE

PROPOSED VOIR DIRE.
2. EACH INSTRUCTION SHALL APPEAR ON A SEPARATE PAGE, AND BE
E.G. PEGGY SMITH’S PROPOSED

NUMBERED AND IDENTIFIED AS TO THE PARTY:

INSTRUCTION #1.
3. EACH INSTRUCTION SHALL HAVE A CAPTION IDENTIFYING ITS CONTENTS,

E.G. INTERSTATE COMMERCE - DEFINITION.
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4. EACH INSTRUCTION SHALL BE FOLLOWED BY A CITATION TO A SOURCE,
EITHER AN ACCEPTED PATTERN BOOK OR SUPPORTING CASE LAW. INSTRUCTIONS
TAKEN FROM PATTERN BOOKS MUST BE FROM THE CURRENT EDITION AND BE
IDENTIFIED BY THE YEAR AS WELL AS THE TITLE.

5. ALLINSTRUCTIONS SUPPORTED BY CASE LAW, TREATISES, ARTICLES, AND THE
LIKE, SHALL INCLUDE AS AN ADDENDUM PHOTOCOPIES OF THE COMPLETE CASES OR
MATERIALS CITED THEREIN. EACH PHOTOC.OPY SHALL BE IDENTIFIED AS TO WHICH
INSTRUCTION NUMBER(S) IT SUPPORTS, AND THE SPECIFIC SECTION SUPPORTING EACH
INSTRUCTION SHOULD BE EITHER HIGHLIGHTED OR MARKED WITH BRACKETS. THE
COPIES OF CASES AND MATERIALS SHOULD NOT BE FILED.

Requested voir dire and instructions shall be filed no later than seven (7) working days
before trial. Two sets of working copies and ONE set of photocopies of supporting cases shall be
delivered to chambers, in addition to the set filed.

SO ORDERED.

At San Juan, Puerto Rico, on /‘/{ »2002.

-

CARMEN CONSUELO CEREZO
United States District Judge




